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tre, courtesy of funds from the 
Fontbonne Community Connec-
tion. It was a glorious afternoon to 
share a light repast and an out-
standing theatre experience. 
FONTBONNE COMMUNITY CONNECTION  –  A WOMEN'S GIVING CIRCLE                           
FCC Welcomes Springtime with Afternoon Tea and Special Performance of Falling at 
the Mustard Seed Theatre   
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Take Your Seat at an FCC Roundtable  
On a warm early April Saturday afternoon, Sr. Carol 
Brouillette’s melodic harp selections welcomed near-
ly 70 members and guests to FCC’s “The Pleasures 
of Afternoon Tea.” The Fine Arts foyer and gallery 
quickly filled with theatre-goers eager to enjoy a 
private performance of Professor Deanna Jent’s 
award-winning original play, Falling, which returned 
to Fontbonne for 16 performances, following a much
-lauded run Off-Broadway last year. 
But before the play, teatime -- prepared and executed 
flawlessly by FCC Events Chair DeDe Caspari and 
an incredibly efficient group of hostesses including 
Joan Falk, Maggie Fowler, Karen Gedera, Anita 
Lamont, Rosemary Quigley, Jan Reilly, and Sr. Rita 
Schmitz. Delicate tea sandwiches, freshly baked mini
-scones with lemon curd, shortbread cookies dotted 
with jam, a host of dainty decorated cookies, straw-
berries and handmade fleur de lis chocolates gradual-
ly disappeared from multi-tiered trays. Tradi-
tional Earl Grey Crème tea was sipped from 
cut-glass teacups. 
Following tea, the powerful tour de force, 
Falling, was presented 
expressly for FCC mem-
bers and guests. It bears 
mentioning that the audi-
ence enjoyed the play 
seated in some of St. Lou-
is’ most comfortable thea-
ter seats, recently installed 
at the Mustard Seed Thea-
Each year, FCC members immerse ourselves in decid-
ing how FCC’s pooled resources will be delegated to 
assist Fontbonne faculty, staff, students and student 
organizations in reaching higher and broader in their 
educational dreams. 
 
2014 brings 25 applications, which seek funding for 
projects not included within a department’s budget. 
The Awards Committee has stringent guide lines, and 
the 2014 proposals impress with thoughtful, compel-
ling requests. FCC members enjoy the fascinating 
selection process and the incredibly rewarding learn-
ing experience it provides our giving circle.  
 
Members have been emailed instructions for accessing 
the 2014 proposals online, for review prior to voting.  
 
The FCC roundtables make voting decisions, not only 
less daunting, but also great fun. A bonus is that com-
ments from our discussions are directed back to those 
submitting proposals, benefitting both the winners and 
those who may again submit in the future. FCC mem-
bers are encouraged to review the proposals in ad-
vance and come with their rankings penciled in; typi-
cally, they leave ready to vote.   
 
Three roundtable sessions are held on 
campus, in the Dunham Student Activity 
Center (Caf) at times (see below), to 
accommodate busy schedules.  Facilita-
tors at each table (of 6-8 people) keep 
the conversations moving. Review and 
comment on proposals is courteous but 
energetic. Strong feelings abound, and 
every voice is heard. Intelligent debate 
happens one minute -- and the next, 
raucous laughter.  At the end of an FCC 
roundtable, every woman around that 
table is better informed and even more 
eager to make dreams come true.  
 
Round Tables Schedule: 
Thursday, May 15 from 9 – 11 am 
Thursday, May 22 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm 
Saturday, May 31 from 10 – Noon 
A conference call roundtable is sched-
uled Tuesday, May 27 from 9 – 11 am 
for out-of-town members.  
To RSVP or for more details, contact 




                             
When John O’Leary experimented with fire, he had no idea his life would change forever.  Like 
most children, he believed himself to be invincible.    
O’Leary was this year’s Fontbonne University Alumni Association’s Spirituality Speaker.  Author 
of The Power of One, O’Leary has woven facts from a tragic childhood accident into a story of 
“before” and “after.”  His powerful presentation was generously sponsored by the Fontbonne Com-
munity Connection, in concert with Fontbonne University Alumni Association and Students for 
Life. 
O’Leary opened with a flashback to a day when he was nine and set his home afire, attempting to 
do what he had seen “older boys do.”  He recalled taking advantage of a small window of oppor-
tunity to see if he could make fire dance on his garage floor. Instead of things going as planned, an 
unexpected explosion left him with third degree burns, covering over 85 percent of his body. The 
prognosis wasn’t good. He told his mother he did not want to die, she said, “Then take the hand of 
God and walk the journey and fight, like never before.”  
Through O’Leary’s painstaking recovery, prayers were abundant from family, friends and community, as well as from some unexpected 
sources, like the late broadcast legend Jack Buck. Buck heard about O’Leary’s accident and spent five months regularly visiting him and 
praying for the boy. Realizing that O’Leary had a long recovery ahead, Jack focused on what more he could do, and he inspired the 
young boy to push ahead by promising an autographed baseball, each time the boy wrote a thank you for the last one. 
Eventually, O’Leary graduated college and found himself looking for life’s purpose. Time and time again, people had credited his fight 
as giving them inspiration to make it through their own tragedies. Originally against sharing his journey, O’Leary found using it to help 
others through their own struggles was his way of showing love. He encouraged the audience to recognize three elements in his story 
that are alive in him today: the Power of Love, the Power of Purpose and the Power of More.  He challenged us to look closely within 
and ask ourselves what more we can do in someone’s life to make a positive difference. 
O’Leary’s presentation was delivered to an audience of over 150 guests, including alumni and current students.  We can be sure that 
Fontbonne’s mission of service resonated with all those in attendance. As O’Leary said in closing, “Set yourself ablaze with the possibil-
ities and let the sparks positively impact the lives of others.” 
Fontbonne Alumni Association 2014 Spirituality Speaker  
Fontbonne Associate Professor of Art Timothy Liddy wanted to give his Anatomy Drawing 
classes a more insightful view of the human skeleton, and he knew that reviewing the anato-
my of animal skeletons would be invaluable for his students.  So, Professor Liddy submitted 
a proposal for an FCC award entitled “Monkey Bones.” 
Over the past 15 years of his career, Liddy has taught his students about skeletal attachment 
and surface anatomy. He knew that, if he could show a skeletal model of a quadrupedal 
chimp to his students, it would further demonstrate the uniqueness of human skeletal struc-
ture, in aiding human movement, and why chimps/dogs/cats are able to perform other tasks, 
based on their unique skeletal structure. That increased understanding would lead students   
to more accurate anatomical drawings of both humans and animals. 
After Liddy was notified that he been awarded 
$6,900 for animal anatomical models/materials    
to strengthen his teaching, he purchased a chim-
panzee skeleton, as well as anatomy books and 
videos, which arrived in late November.  
Because the models were available for only a  
portion of  last year, Liddy is especially looking 
forward to Fall 2014 classes.  “The funding for 
this project was unbelievable. It allowed me to    
do so much,” he says. “Come fall, it will be inte-
gral to my entire program.”  
Monkey Bones Teach Art Students Advantages of the Human Skeleton 
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Newest Member 
We welcome our newest member...   
   
     — Marilyn Montileone Dell’Orco ‘61 
New Member Spotlight: Carmen Russell 
Dr. Carmen Russell, faculty mem-
ber at Fontbonne University, is 
delighted to join the FCC this 
year. Carmen and her department 
were the recipients of an FCC 
award last year, which allowed 
the Department of Communica-
tion Disorders and Deaf Educa-
tion to provide an intensive thera-
py camp for persons with chronic aphasia. “It was a wonderful 
opportunity for faculty and students to learn and interact, and 
provided great experiences for those who attended,” Carmen 
said. She reports that it will be an ongoing clinic offering, thanks 
to a private donor who saw the value of it --an example of how 
FCC awards spur new realities. 
Carmen, who has a Ph.D from The University of Missouri in 
Speech Language Pathology, also indulges her other love -- 
Theatre. Carmen most recently reprised her role as Grammy Sue 
in Fontbonne’s highly praised revival of Falling at the Mustard 
Seed Theatre.  
She volunteers at Mustard Seed Theatre and serves as managing 
director. There, too, she has seen the benefit of FCC awards to the 
theatre. “FCC grants are such a valuable resource to faculty and 
students at Fontbonne,” she said. “Budgets are tight and the FCC 
really fills a need. I’ve seen how many lives have been touched by 
FCC awards.” 
Carmen’s husband Jesse is also a professional actor, best known for 
his role as The King for the last two decades at the Royale Dumpe 
dinner theater. The couple, who will celebrate their seventh anni-
versary in July, won the St. Louis Post-Dispatch theater critic’s 
award in 2012 for being the season’s funniest couple. 
Carmen brings a wealth of experience and understanding of 
Fontbonne’s mission to the FCC.  Please welcome her. 
The FCC funded a symposium examining this subject on March 27, 
2014.  Entitled Obligations of Justice and Love, discussions focused 
on inequality and solidarity on the 50th anniversary of the Vatican II 
document Gaudium et Spes.  
Three sessions of panel discussions took place throughout the after-
noon. Panelists included Fontbonne University and Saint Louis Uni-
versity students, faculty members from both universities and 
Fontbonne’s Vice-President for Academic affairs. Grant recipient 
Mary Beth Gallagher, PhD of Mission Integration, complimented the 
well-prepared student panelists, as they responded to questions about 
their understanding of the text and developed thoughtful and critical 
questions for others. Following a late afternoon reception, keynote 
speaker, Meghan J. Clark, Ph. D, of St. John's University, spoke on 
“Obligations of Justice and Love: Becoming a Samaritan Church in 
the Modern World.” Her remarks made it clear that the documents of 
the Second Vatican Council still speak to us as Catholics in a current 
and valuable way. 
Dr. Gallagher stressed that the symposium title is a direct quote from 
Gaudium et Spes: “the obligations of justice and love are fulfilled 
only if each person, contributing to the common good . . . promotes 
and assists the public and private institutions dedicated to bettering 
the conditions of human life.” Fontbonne is one such institution. 
Maintaining Our Catholic 
Identity – 50 years After 
Vatican II  
Each year since the Fontbonne Community Connection was 
founded, we have come together to celebrate, review our 
successes and look toward the future. In seven short years, 
our women’s giving circle has pooled resources totaling 
more than a half-million dollars, making a significant phil-
anthropic impact that has reached far beyond the campus. 
  
FCC’s 2014 Annual Meeting will take place Thursday 
morning, July 10 in the Dunham Student Activity Center 
Caf’, when the 2014 proposals will be revealed – always in 
a novel and creative way.  Members will enjoy a continental 
breakfast, festive toasts and the annual tradition of sharing 
what we most enjoy about the FCC experience, as well as 
our annual group photo.   
 
Watch for your invitation to arrive.  You do not  want to 
miss this joyous occasion. 
Join FCC Friends July 10 for  
7th Annual Meeting and Brunch 
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Coming Events 
Hello Fellow FCC Members. 
 
Our April 12 event, "The Pleasures of Afternoon Tea, 
delightfully set the stage for the most exciting time in 
our funding cycle -- reviewing/voting on proposals. 
Can’t stress enough how vital our roundtable discus-
sions are in clarifying proposals before voting...plus so 
enriching and enjoyable! Hope you’ll attend one or 
more of them. 
“Ripples” from FCC funding were apparent when I 
recently attended the CEET open house (with 3D printer in action), enjoyed Bos-
nian music/slides at Powell Hall, and joined students touring the St. Louis Holo-
caust Museum in preparation for their trip to Germany. Each time, FCC support 
was graciously acknowledged. Those thanks are to each of YOU! 
The FCC circle embraces both joys and sorrows of our members. We continue to 
mourn the loss of Nancy Jersa and celebrate her dedication to Fontbonne and the 
FCC.  We ask God’s blessing on Sr. Rita Schmitz, retiring after 44 years at 
Fontbonne, to begin CSJ province work. We bid adieu to Monica Golden and 
wish her every blessing in North Carolina. And we enthusiastically welcome our 
newest FCC member, Marilyn Montileone Dell’Orco!  
Joan 
Joan Buxton Falk 
FCC Chair 2013-2014 
Message from the Chair 
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Remembering Nancy Nabbefeld Jersa:  
February 13, 1939- March 18, 2014 
Nancy’s Fontbonne Class of ’61 classmate, Marilyn 
Dell’Orco, offered a beautiful tribute for her friend with 
FCC members in a March email. We share an excerpt in 
our newsletter, for which Nancy contributed articles as a 
member of the Public Relations Committee. 
“Nancy inspired her Fontbonne classmates with her tire-
less, active lifestyle. Firmly grounded in her Catholic 
faith, Nancy was God’s ears, eyes and hands on Earth.  
From her involvement in Sunnyhill with her sister Patsy 
to the St. Vincent DePaul Society, Nancy was God’s 
liaison with humanity; touching lives of others wherever 
she was.” 
“For the past 30 years, about 20 of her classmates trav-
eled with Nancy and Mike all over the world. We saw 
Nancy walk the Sydney Harbor Bridge, swim with the 
sting rays and play her harmonica while we sang Ameri-
can songs. She energized us with her desire to ‘Do More, 
Be More.’ We 
shall miss Nancy 
with the smiling 
face but shall long 
remember how she 
impacted our 
lives.”  
FCC 2013-2014 Events and Important Dates 
Thursday, May 15, 2014, 9:00-11:00 AM 
Roundtable Discussion of Proposals 
 
Thursday, May 22, 2014, 5:30-7:30 PM 
Roundtable Discussion of Proposals 
 
Tuesday, May 27, 2014, 9:00—11:00  AM (PHONE CONFERENCE) 
Roundtable Discussion of Proposals 
 
Saturday, May 31, 2014, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Roundtable Discussion of Proposals 
 
Friday, June 6, 2014, 5:00 PM 
FCC Voting Deadline 
